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THE CR-A-YON. 



aiona. Contrast London and Paris : the one with its many bridges, 
sable river, miles of dark roofs and smoky clouds, through which 
emerges one mighty dome' crowned by a glittering cross; the other, a 
sunny mass of brightness, with fountain-squares, roads lined with 
trees, triumphal arches, columns, showy statues, and stately buildings; 
— the one city full of quaint nooks and odd surprises; the other of 
broad piazzas and records of greatness ; the one all smoke and fog 
and blackness, the other all gold, azure, and sky and sun. The one 
city drives us indoors to escape melancholy, the other out of doors to 
participate in its beauty. Imagine rows of little marble tables down 
Cbeapside ; imagine black walled-up shops, like so many private 
vaults, stretching along the BoulevarJB. A Frenchman is educated 
by the society of the cafe, by its elegance and splendor ; there he 
learns to prefer others to himself, to respect the weak, and he does not 
elbow or tread on toes, or bully waiters, merely because the waiter is 
polite and well-mannered aa himself. There is no position to earn, to 
fight for, or. to maintain. 

Clubs and cafes : here are the two nations sketched in two words — 
aristocratic and republican — the Bplendor of the nobles, the -splen- 
dor of the middle-class. Plate-glass mirrors, marble, and gilding, 
for twelve pounds a year, and for threepence a night. .... Pride 
is rich, and content with private reality; vanity must have every 
building an altar to its own glory. Pride is the idol of London, vanity 
of Paris. Two or three Wellingtons, Sir Robert Peel, a king or two, 
a duke and queen, are almost all that London can set against all the 
records of national glory that adorn the city of the Seine. 

* * * * *"• * . * 

A Frenchman seems gratified at an opportunity of being polite ; 
an Englishman to regret the trouble it costs him. An Englishman 
grows tired after the third bow, and looks vexed, sullen, and impa- 
tient ; the Frenchman's desire to please seems strengthened by habit. 
His back is india-rubber, his hams caoutchouc, his hat-brim is metal- 
lic, and looks never the shabbier for repeated handling. His courtesy 
at the first meeting does not imply eternal friendship, yet is as sincere 
as the cold cautious bend of the Englishman. John Bull, if he can, 
considers it a clear gain to slip round a corner and escape shaking 
bands; Monsieur waits ten minutes at a caf£-door in hope of meeting 
a friend. . . . Long ages of trying to please has made a Frenchman 
disposed to bow upon very small provocation — too small we think. 
Long ages of stiff-neckedness and doggedness have made us rather 
inclined to break than to bend. If you shake up a Frenchman from a 
sleep, the first word that he murmurB will probably be "merci!" I 
should be very sorry to repeat the exclamation that a surly Englishman 
would most likely utter. We regret to say it, but duty impels us, 
French politeness is an instinct, English politeness a lesson badly 
learnt 

Pertinent to the above is the following extract, taken from a 
letter published in the Evening Post some months ago : 

Society in France is very imperfectly understood by Americans, and 
even ,tbe English, who are much nearer neighbors, can claim little 
more knowledge on the subject. Sociability, or fire-side society, such 
as we have in America, don't appear to me to exist in France. I 
doubt if there is any one so intimate with his neighbor as to visit him 
in our intimate way, without a special invitation for each occasion, 
this is probably not so much owing. to their want of kindness or 
liberality as to their economical habits, in which they limit exactly 
the extent of their expenses. Living has been reduced by them to an 
exact science. They have, however, circles of society called " salons," 
wholly different from any associations that we have, and which are 
very agreeable as well as instructive. The word salon must be here un- 
derstood to mean persons, instead of the room. in which they assemble. 
This form of Bocietydates as far back as the.time of the Hotel de Ram- 
bouillet, two hundred and fifty years ago, when the nobility and wits of 
that day met at the hotel of the marquis of that name, situated in the 
street of St. Thomas dn Lnuvre. in Pari*. The salons of the patrons of 



literature and Art have been more or less famous from that period to the 
present, arid their history has formed the theme of some very clever books. 
In the last half century the salons of Madame Le Bum, the Duchess 
d'Abrantes and Madame Recamier were among the most distinguished 
for the wit and learning of the men and women who assembled there. 
These leaders of literary society have now all passed from the stage of 
life, and their loss is still deplored by the few of their generation yet 
remaining. I heard, not long ago, one of these lights of other days 
say the salo?is of the present time are far less interesting than were 
those I have mentioned. Age as wetl as distance may lend enchant- 
ment to the view. Whatever may have been their merits or claims to 
remembrance over those of the present day, I can only say that I 
have been greatly delighted in the salon of a. distinguished authoress 
in the quarter of St. Germain, and for whose kind hospitality I am 
under the highest obligation. I met there many of the eminent writers 
of France, and heard them converse, and in the course of the evening 
two authors recited original verses. Tt Beemed to me strange that 
both of them should have chosen religious subjects. Only consider 
two Frenchmen, without concert, writing Bacred verses, and by acci- 
dent delivering them on the same evening! The French are not all 
engaged in the frivolities of theatrical life, nor in frequenting public 
balls and public gardens, as many of our people suppose. The mere 
traveller gets this view of society first, and aB it is obtained without 
reading or reflection, it suits his convenience to adopt it as the true 
one ; but it is not so— it is altogether erroneous. In no country are 
there bo many men pursuing knowledge, for its own sake, as in France, 
and nowhere are the sources of it so free and accessible as in Paris. 
The libraries are all open to the public, and facilities given for reading 
and making extracts from the books. Public lectures are delivered 
fiee on almost all subjects in the circle of knowledge, and there is 
hardly a- branch of learning in which the student may not obtain 
assistance in attending upon these courses. 

BOOK NOTICES. 

Life Beneath the Wateiis ; or, TJie Aquarium in America. 
By Arthur M. Edwards. Illustrated, H. Bailh'ere. New York, 
1858. 

As the Aquarium, in addition to being an ornament to our 
parlors, affords us instruction and amusement, we are glad to 
welcome this new volume on the Aquarium, just issued by Mr. 
Baillidre. Its typographical beauty, added to its numerous ex- 
cellent illustrations, will make it the inseparable companion of 
every Aquarium lover in the country. Mr. Edwards, the au- 
thor, has discharged his duty faithfully and to the extent of his 
ability, and has shown commendable zeal in assisting those who 
have taste enough to adorn their houses with the Aquarium. 
In the 15th chapter, On collecting objects to stock the Aquarium 
Mr. Edwards has explored onr own shores, and shown how 
rich we are in all living creatures wherewith to form an aqua- 
rium. We have but to exert ourselves, follow the instructions 
of Mr. Edwards's volume, in order to bring outward nature in- 
side of our own doors, and to make our children as familiar 
with anemones, alg», crabs, etc. as they are with the multipli. 
cation table. Who knows but in cultivating a sympathetic and 
intelligent intercourse with the humbler forms of Hie, they may 
rise to a more charitable appreciation of the higher — so essen- 
tial to family and social concord, and so mnch required by 
Christianity itself. In opening out fresh facilities for this 
much to be desired object, we are greatly indebted to the edi- 
torial labors of Mr. Edwards, and to the beantiful manner in 
which Mr. Bailliere has brought out the volume. We should 
not be doing justice to an unusually beautiful specimen of typo- 
graphy, did we omit to state that the book we notice is printed 
by Mr. W. H. Tinson, whose skill and pood taste onr readers 
are familinr with in the papes of The Crayon. 



